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The People's Committees 
se ee 
25X1X i 
| i. The People's Committees are roughly designed in the classic Marxist model of 
People's Soviets, although there are some important differcnces. In. the election 


of Marxist Sovicts the vote is weishted heavily in favor of the city proletariat 
as against the other classes. The People's Committees in Vietnam, however, are 
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elected by universal suffrage--all men and vomen over 18 years of age. Atten~ 
dance at elections is not compulsory, but Government pressure usually succeeds 
fin reducing abstentions to less than 25%, The elections are controlled by 
skillful Government proparzanda > 


The People's Committees are in theory the source of administrative power, 
According to the present Vietnam Constitution (adopted 9 November 1946), Victnam 
is divided, from the administrative point of view, into 3 Bo‘North, Central and 
South. These fo are the peographical equivalent of the 3 Ky: Tonkin, Annan, 
Cochinchina; but it must be noted thet the Bo are supposed to be purely adminis- 
trative subdivisions, not separate states like the old Ky. Each Bo is divided 
into a number of provinces; each province into a number of Huyen (Annamese 
equivalent to the Chinese Hsien} each Iluyen into a number of Xa (communes or 
villages). [Each of these divisions elects its otm People's Comittee as follows: 
ao Xa: population of each Xa elects People's Committee for that Xa by direct 
popular vote. 

b. Huyen: population of each thiyen elects People's Committee for that Puyen 
by direct popular vote. : Seu 

ec, Province and Bo: same as Xa and Iluyen, There is no indirect election of 
People's Committees. In addition to tne People's Committees which exist on the 
four different levels enumerated above, there is the National Assembly which 

is the equivalent of a Peoplets Committee for the whole country; also elected 
by direct popular vote. 


Article 59 of the Constitution states: "The People's Committee {on each Level) 
rakes decigions on local problems, These decisions must not be in opposition 
to the directives of the Committees on the higher levels." It is this in- 
conspicuous provision in the Constitution which permits a complete negation in 
practice of this theory of power stemming upward from the people throuzh the 
Cormittees to the Tovernment; and in fact reverses the flow of power, chenging 
4% into one from a central dictatorship dovm to the level of the individual, 


The People's Committees and the sxecutive Committees 


The implementation of this reversal of the flow of power 4s through the use of 
Txecutive Cormittees on each level, Article 59 of the Constitution cont? aucs?: 

‘The Executive Committee is charged with these duties: (1) to execute the 

orders of the Committee on the next higher level; (2) to execute the decisions 

of the People’s Committee on its om level, @f‘«r these decisions have boen 
approved by the Committee on the hisher level; and (3) to direct the adrinistration 
of the Locality." Article 60 states: "The Executive Corumittee is responsible 

both to the Committee on the next hisher level. and to the local People’s Comittee." 
Article 61 states: "The details of the orgenization of People's Committees 

and of Executive Committees will be fixed by Government decree," 25X1A | 
An example of such a decree (oased, of course, not on the present constitution : 
put on a similar provision in the previous one) - appears in the Official Journal 
of 23 July 1946 and provides for the creation of a "Special Region of Horzay" 
(107+05,20-57), in which the Executive Committee of the People's Committee reports 
directly to the People’s Committee of Bac Bo (Tonkin) rather than to that of the 
Province of ‘uang Yen, Hongay is an important cool mining center) . 


In practice almost the sole function of the People's Committee is to elect 

he @xecutive Committee on its owm level. This election, like the others, 

is puided by skillful propaganda from above, After having alected the sxecutive 
Committee, the People's Committee tends to disappear from sight. It is supposed 
to moet every six months to approve or disapprove the actions of the axecutive 
Comittee. As a rule these ratifications are perfunctory. Special meetings of 
the People's Committee are sometimes held in order that they may be recuired bo 
assume outvard responsibility for on acbion which is sufficiently unpopuylor to 
eanse tho Sxecntive Committee to hesitete=-=-a scanezoat function. 
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The Executive Committes 


The Executive Committee on each level consists of a President » one or more 
Vice-Presidents, and a Secretary. Often the President and Vice-Presidents are 
figureheads, with the real power (such as it is) being exercised by the Secretary, 
All administrative power is exercised by the ixecutive Committee in aecordance 
with rather rigid directives from above, 


in like manner, on the National level, the Cabinet is the equivalent of the 
Executive Committee just as the Iltional Assembly is the equivalent of the 
Peoplets Committee, The Cabinet is controlled by the Vietminh, The National 
Assembly is as much the puppet of the Vietminh as the People's Committees are 
puppets of the Execeutive Committees, Because of the true reversal of the flow of 
power (deseribed in paragraphs 3 and 4) local Government and police duties tond to 
become coordinate functions under the’ Sxecutive Committee and the Departnont of 
the Interior with the latter becomins the decidins factor. 


Restrictions on Local Officials 


The authority of local officials is closely cireumseribed, Local officials in 
Vietminh-controlled areas were unable to discuss with source A any specialized 
field of sovernment, such as education, law enforcenent, population changes, 

vaxation, which would nominally be considered to be under the overall direction 


' of study of the administrative officials of a city or province, Few loca?. 


officials had much lmowledge of the social, economic, or commercial aspects of . 
their communities; or if they had such knowled7e » they indieated that thes were 
not authorized to discuss such matters, 


Another means by which the local officials are kept in line is the Secret Police, 
“tho observe their activities closely, Central Goverment officials are similarly 
watched, The jeeret Police encourage informers to report exactly what they see 
and hear without comment. Source 3 was told by several differont persons on whem 
ne had recently called that they hed veen visited by Secret Police inmedistely 
after source's departure to verify their connections with him, their conversations 
and their actions, : 


states that_some local officials are arrogant blockheads but the majority 
are mere machines, It has been previously reported that HO ehi 
Tinh admits the linitations of his administrative officials » for which he blames 
the lack of adequate education and administrative experience during the French 
regine, Other reports indicate that many small functionarics are berimming to 
imitate the mannerisms and arroze :es of former French functionaries), According 
to source A, local officials in seneral are young ten who have only an elementary i, 
education but pleasing personalities, In some of the hamlets the officials are - 
the village elders. A great many of the local officials are former revolrtionists 
who had suffered prison sentences under the French; many had performed guerrilla ree val 
and underground activities durinz the Japanese occupation. Because of the narrow. 6 fT 
ness of the directives which govern their powers as administrative of Ficis Ls a they . 
have little initiative or opportunity for individual judgment, hen in d6cabt 
they do nothing until receiving instructions from higher authorities. This tends 
“Oo result in apparent obstructionisnm. 


This inability to make decisions on the spot results in clunsy and sluzgrish 
aduinistretion with a mascimu ef red tape. Persons can move from one area to i 
another only with all the rigmarole of obtaining special permission from the | 
nevi authority for each succeeding step. It is impossible to visit an official Lie 
without making a previous appointment, A representative of the Inforration Depart; = 


ment of the Ministry of the Interior was assizned to source A durin: part of a i ws 
trip in Vietminh-controlled areas for the purpose of making all. necessary arrange- i "A? - 
ments for source; but a parently even this representative had to so throuzh all igen — 


the usual red tape, Jhenever he succeeded in arrancing a meeting, he seemed 
extrenely excited as.though it were ovite a triumph. (See par. 29) Difficulties’ 
of administration are increased by tne slovness of communications. Many officials 
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necause of officials boing scattered and communications being poor’. 
National .elfare Associations | 


The National .elfare Associations are not elected, In every case, their 
membership in each district comprises nearly the whole class of persons +o 

Whom the Assoclation is applicable; for oxanple, the “\iomen’s Association 

*or National Velfare" includes practically all the women in the district. 
Membership is theoretically voluntary, but propaganda and pressure make it 
nearly compulsory, dust as the People's Comuittees exist on. various levels, 

so do the National \ielfare Associations, The activities of the Associations 
are directed by Executive Committees of the Associations, who are chosen by 
meetings of the members of the Association under suitable "guidance" from above, 
Unlike the People's Committees, which tend to disappear in practice, the Associa- 
tions are very active; but are naturally uncer rigid control by the Executive 
Committees of the Associations, Just as in theory the Executive Comittee of 


thé People's Cormittee is jointly responsible to the People's Committee itself 
and to the Executive Committee of the People's Comalitee o. the next higher level, 
so in theory the Executive Committee of the Association is jointly responsible 
to the members of the Association itself and to the Executive Comittee of the 
Association on the next hisher level, In practise, the Executive Cormittee of 
the Association is solely responsible to the Executive Committee of the Associa- 
tion onethe next higher levels; and the general activities of the Associat-.ons 
are governed by the Executive Committee of the Association in question on a 
national level. On this high level, the Executive Committee of the Assoctation 
is in close touch with the various Ministries, which suggest or request (they do 
not order) the Association to conduct given activities in connection with the 
responsibilities of those liinistries, These might include, for examples & 


public health program undertaken under the joint auspices of the Ministry of 


Public Health and the Department of Information, Public Works programs, etc. 

When the program has been agreed upon, the Executive Committee of the Association 
on the National level gives implementing directives to the Executive Committees 
of the Associations on the level of Bo, Province, Huyen, and Xa. On coach level, 
the relationship between the Executive Committees of the Peoplets Committees 

and the Executive Committees of the Associations is merely one of liaison, not 
one of authority in either direction, 


There are three main types of Public welfare Associations: (a) By catezories 
(age, sex, or religion); (b) By profession, business, or trade; (c) Cultural 
and allied associations. 


Associations by Caterories. 


Examples of Associations by categories are: Public welfare Associations of 
Children, Youth, Young Men, Jomen, Old People, Catiolics, Protestants, 
Buddhists, These Associations differ among one another in organization and 
function. 


The members of the Doyst and Girls! Associations are knowm as "Bamboo Shoots = 

who will one day grow up straivht and strong as bamboo trees, They are dirrided 

into tito groups, those under ll, and those over 11. The children are encourared 

toa sing popular revolutionary sonys as well as the old songs of the country » 

They are encouraged to write and perform skits and plays; catching bandits and killing 
traitors are the themes of their games, They have bonfire parties in the noonlizhts 
and go on picnics to the country where emphasis is on discipline and knowing the 
country in order to be rood suides, They are taught semaphore sismaling and how 

to send up fire-balloon signals, These children’s vroups are enthusiastic and 
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serious. Uany of the children have been guerrillas for several years. They 
learn about arms and about security measures and they are cncourazed to be 
darinz. They also serve as volunteers for the Red Cross, morale~builders for 
the Army (a sort of "Special Service"), cooks for army messes, and makers of 
clothes for the needy, 


In some localities the specific functions of some of these Associations are 
rather vatuc. In the great majority of cases, one of the most important and 
conspicuous functicns of the Associations is to furnish "volunteers" for 
various sorts cf public work, principally demolitions in connection with the 
Scorched Garth Policy. (See previous report on Vietninh-controlled areas: 
Scononie Unfornition -The Scorched Sarth Policy), But y in sober fact though 
not. theory, tne really most important reason for the existence of these Associa~ 
tions is to tighten the Victminh erip on individual members 3 on important phase 
of this is to force these individuals to play © nore or less conspicuous part 
in Victminh activities, which will co compromis them that later, even if they 
should wish to desert the Vietminh for the French or Notionalist Front y they 
Would not be able to do so for fear of French reprisal and punishnent againoet 


ther in connection with these past activities under the Vietninh. 


The, National elfere Associations of Catholics, Buddhists » ebeo, are instruments 

of similar purpose to the above, In addition to attempting to use the cxisting 
Veligious organizations to keep the people in Line politically, a secondary purpose 

4.8 to neutralize the activities and propaganda of rival orgenizations of the sane 
réligions (for exenp]ss » Christian Leevuc, Hoa Hoo, ete) which have aligned them 
sclves with the Nationalist Front. For exarnple yg it is the responsibility of the 
leadership of the Netional Jelfare Associntions of Catholics to persuade tho faithful 
thot French Catnolit priests who Genounce the Vietminh as Communists and anti~-relizious 
are just plain lias, (See previous reports on Role of the Church in Indochina > 

and the religious :sroups in both the Victninh and the Nationalist Front) . 


Associations by Tusiness, Profession, or Trade, 


Examples of Asvociation by Profession: Doctors, Lawyers, Schoolteachers, ; 
Examples of Association by Tusiness: Vankers, shopkcepers, Examples by Trades 
Railway workers, Printers, Miners, Thus it will bo secon thet some of them are 

in the nature of suilde or business associntions; others a kind of emagculnted . 
trade union or peasants! organization. Their function is clearly different 

from that of their appsrent pareliel in domocretic countries, As strikes cre 
prohibited. by law ond would be repressed ‘by ruthless measures » the “trade-union" 
associations have little power, ach of these vissociations muy be/component oart 
of more ‘:eneralized associations; for example, Railway workers, Printers > tiiners 
Associations are sathered tozether in a seneral ":orkers Association", Sindilarly, 
Asgociotions of Peasants, of Tenant Farmers, of Landowmers » ay be gathered to- 
gether in National .elfare Associations for Asriculture., In seneral, the purpose 
of these Associations is to keep the various professional, business, trade and 
apricultural eroups strictly in Line with Vietriinh policy, In addition, thoy 
undoubtedly serve = useful purpose in advisin®Yand coordinating commercial 
polj.cy ondinflucnce:(indirectly) the educational program, and the dissemination 
of proparanda. 


It will be noted that any given individual can hardly escape from beLlonsing 
to at least one National .elfare Association. ven if he has no religion, no 
profession or business, and no cultural attainments, he has at least a given ABS s 
In practice, individuals will usually belong to two or more such associations, 
A business vomin for instance might belens simultancously to the local vionents - 
Association, the Buddhists! Association, and the Merchontst Association. Thus 
the political grip of the Vietminh on individuals is tizhtened in a multiplicity 
of ways, 
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Cultural Associations. 


One of the mightiest political weapons wielded by the Vietminh is the National 
welfare Association for Culture, The outward purpose of these associations is 

to spread and popularize culture in genera? The real purpose is to spread 
culture of a definitely tendentious (pro-Vietminh) nature. For this purpose. 

& nunber of vehicles are uscd, including lectures, expositions, publications, 
orchestras, theatres, and travellins theatrical treupes, The means of promoting 
tendentious works of art, at the expense of non-tendentious ones, is subtle 

and effective rather than blatant, Naturally, all works of art whose tendency 

is in any vay hostile to Victminh policy (mention of Nationalist Front, mention of 
Trotskyists, harsh criticism of Britain or America) is prohibited fron circulating, 
On the other hand, purely noutral items (paintings of landscapes or flowers, for 
instance) are not prohibited from circulating; they are merely given less favor- 
able opportunities. Ina land of scarcity of means this is quite effective, 


The Cultural Association on the National level, which formerly enjoyed a striking 
and even brilliant career at Hanoi, is now established at Tuyen Yuang (105-14, 
21-18.) The. chief of this Association is NGUYSN dinh Thi, a (Stalinist) Communist. 
This Association and its subsidiaries include the great majority of the nationlly= 
known writers, artists, and musiciens now in Tonkin, as well as a number of lessere 
knowm ones. Hany of these are persons of outstanding ability, very Huyen has 

4ts Cultural Associations, In the tows, the chief activities of the Cultural 
Associations are the mnagenent of expositions, concerts, lecturos, theatres, 

and receptions for VIP!s3 in the villages: lectures, discussion groups, travelling 
theatrical troups, and sroup singing. 


DISSATISTACTION AQUINS? Tks VISTAINN LuGINs 


| se Previous roports have indicated that such dissatisfaction 

exists; the diverse elementse-the French and their satellites, the Nationalist Front, 
the Trotslyists, and possibly the Conservatives of the Vietiinh-have already made 
use, or will shortly make use, of this dissatisfaction for their ovm ends; the hard- 
ships attendant upon the Scorched Darth Policy (sce previous report on t7is policy) 
and the wholesale displacement of populations constitute an ever present shreat to 
the Yietminh hold on the people). 


‘iithout exception every business man and every business Women neb oy source 
in Vietminh=controlled arcas was unhappy about the present situation, Their 
antagonism toward the Government varies, WUerchants in Cao Bang were frank in 
their criticism, As to the inimediate future, it is normal that business :1on 

take a poor view of the business stagnation which results from lack of imports and 
exports, imsosition of restrictions on transport, and other limitations, For 

the longer term point of view, it seems unlikely that business interests will 
necessarily become a group opposed to the Vietminh, unless the. Government makes 
definite assurances to then in lieu of present frustrations, $5 the en 
ment has laid dom no ¢loar policy concerning private business. 25X1A | 
The Constitution provides that "privete property shall be respected.” Undor present _ 
conditions this clause is of little volue). No clear limitations of the Governnent!s 
proposed competition with private business nor of a possible policy of national- 
ization have been promulgated, Some business men' therefore suspect the worst, 


Despite the seneral feeling of fear and umrillingness to criticize the Govern= 
nent openly, one well-educated Government official spoke to source with surpri~- 
sing frankness. He said that Governnent officials senerally were a disrace to 
the country—-poorly informed, incompetent, and powerless /to act on behalf 

of the welfare of the people/, (See paragraphs $11), Ue stated that the pre- 
sent governnent is Commmnist and wany people fear the extension of Conrmnism in 
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the country even though the present pattern of government has not yet many 

similarities with that of the USSR, le said that everyone was watched; 

and in particular if two or more people gather together their activities 
25X1X°—s are under rigid surveillance; every one lives in fear of the Secret Police. 


23, Source wet. a mmber of persons who find trouble hating the French and 

who asked if source believed the Vietrinh stories about French atrocities, 
Many of these people had pleasant associations with the French in the past and 95x1A. 
inevitably look to France for guidance in cultural and economic matters. A. small 
group even considers the French, as individuals, to be wonderful people. 

25X1 Kote: ridicules the last two sentences but also states that as terrible 
as life wos under the French, many people feel that the nresent is far. worse 
and look back wistfully upon the orderliness. of the renchuregime s° however unjust 
‘it was, Source D states that logie suggests that there is a growing number of 
persons in Tonkin for whom the French seem the lesser of two evils and that these 
persons include those of wealth, culture and influence) » 


ETNAM: TERRORISI1 
25X1% : 


2, The most striking feature of life under the Vietnam Goverment is the pervading 
sense of fear. Source found it a relief to return from this fear-ridden country 
to the comparative freedom of Kuomintang-econtrolled China, In Tonkin no one 
dares to raise any question or to express himself freely. Officials are even more 
cautious than private citizens. Because the secret police are everywhere, in- 
formers do a thriving business. People are at all times subject to arbitrary arrest 
and interrogation, The sense of fear is greater than in the Comunistecontrolled 
areas of China, Although many people tend to excuse this Vietminh terrorism on 
the basis of war-time necessity, they resent it more strongly than the terroristic 
methods formerly employed by the French and later by the Japanese because Vict~ 
minh terrorism is more efficient and is done by their ov people rather than the 
foreign conqueror, This sense of fear among the population is regretted by the 
Vietminh; it is not itself a fixed policy but is the inevitable result of the 
terroristic methods used for the purpose of keeping the population under control, 


25X1A BEM Mote: Last sentence also reported by Ms 25X1X 


25, Terrorism under the French was bad enough but it was not very systematic or 
clever, It was chiefly designed to suppress sedition and keep workers in line, 
Execution, imprisonment, torture, and forced labor were the principal methods 
used, Poulo Condor, althouzh the most famous of the prisons, was by no means 
the most horrible, The most usual torture was beatings; the most refined was 
passing an electric current through the body. Terrorism under the French was 
only in part o matter of fixed policy; it was greatly asgravated by the brutality 
and sadism of minor officials, overseers, and prison guards. EE kote: 25X1A 
The ruthlessness and brutality of the French during tie old regime is well docu- 
mented by the Vietminh; see for example the publication Temoignages, published 
-95X1Xby the Vietminh in 1945. [Jreports that the construction of the Tonkin- 
Laos UWighwey before the var cost many more lives than that of the Rangkok-loul- 
nein "Railway of Death" under conditions even more norrible; there are also 
evidences of the French contimzing at present to make use of brutal policies in 
some areas under their control, Precise details are not available and it may 
ve that such incidents could in part be excused on the ground of military necessity. 
25X1X PEM states that terrorisn is a necessary instrument in class conflict and 
exploitation, No real evidence is available as to whether the French are contin~- 
wing terrorism as a matter, at least in part, of fixed policy). 
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25X1X 
pe 26, Japanese terrorism was more violent and more efficient, It roused the 


whole people to a general anti~imperialistic feeling, Before that the people 

had been merely anti-French; but they came to realize that the danger of any 

inperialism--French, Japanese, Russian--left Little to choose between one 

another, The principal Japanese innovation was large~scale use of the 

water torture, Viotminh terrorism is far worse than cither French or Japanese. 

It is more efficient and ruthless. It was more blatant duri g@ the period of 

the occupation by Chinese troops, when the Vietminh was attempting to stamp out 

the DD and the Nationalist Pront elesents, Trotskyists, and French synpa- 

thizers. Its principal instruments were assassination by burying alive or by 

tying in sacks and throwing in the lake (because of the scarcity of cartridges), 

imprisonment, and torture, Its most terrible refinencnt, reserved as a friji.tening 

example for important political prisoners, was to dig an inclined hole in which 

the prisoner was buried all except his head; he would then be given just enough 

rice every day and his body would very slowly rot; however, such cases were 

fairly rare. Since the departure of the Chinese troops the technique of 

Vietminh terrorism has developed alonz more precise lines, There is absolutely 

no freedom of speech. Strikes are forbidden, The lot of the worker is considerably _ 

worae than even under the French regime. Although the workers tend to blame the 

war, there is a strong undercurrent of dissatisfaction among labor and soldiers; - 

it is here that the Trotskyists will find fertile fields. - Current Victiwinh 

terroriaa-is purely fascist in technique (See previous report on the Vietnam 

Governnent--Fascistic Aspects) but there is one important difference between 

it and the examples of Germiny and Russia, In Vietnam, imprisonment, torture 

und executics are attonded with a minimum of publicity. This is in line with 

the Vietminh effort to appear outwardly "civilized" and "democratic." Because. 

cf this secrecy it is impossible to arrive at an estimate of the nuuber of 

persons who have suffered from this policy. "Mysterious disappearances"" are 

extremely frequent and it is usually unknow whother the persons disappearing 

are imprisoned or assassinated, Beatings and other minor tortures of criminals 

und suspected criminels ure innumerable, These are applied for the most part 

to pebty offenders, thieves; bandits, black marketeers, and violaters of unim- 

pertant regulations, To some extent the rich are terrorized in order to take 

possession of their wealth for the state, As to important political offenders, 
25X1% 54 9 Some disappear mysteriously; but a more frequent technique is to leave them 25X1X . 


at large and watch them closely. Note: Regarding the future, ay 
esx Mllcomonts that it would seem impossible te povern Indochina without terrorism 
as long as there is exploitation, which seems inevitable under any regiine which 


is now possible; this fact will help to build up the growing power of the 
Trotskyists whose propaganda is always aimed at the class struggle.) « 


COURTS AND JAILS IN VIEIMINH-CONTROLLED AREAS 


“7 Courts are under the control of the Central Government rather than the local 
government, All personnel of the courts are appointed. In eneral source 

t found the personnel of the courts to be of good training and intelligence. The 
law is primarily French law, with some Chinese law particularly in respect 
to land, The jails source saw at Cao Bang and Thai Nguyen were reasonably 
clean and airy. Even the food looked decent. At Cao Bang prisoners were per- 
mitted to work outside of the jails in gangs on public projects, At Thai Neuyen 
the only job for the prisoners was maintaining the compound of the jail itself. 
Prisdners who have been sentenced 2nd those avaiting trial share the same quarters, 
Men, women, and chilaren aiso Live torzether, infants, too youn; to be separated 
from mothers, are tacen to sail mith their m-thers. Most prisoners are housed 
in open rooms rather than private cols, Source saw some people in solitary cells 
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which were dark and ill-smelling. Source was told that these people were . 
confined because of contagious diseases, but source does not believe this is true. 
The individual cells at the Thai Nguyen jail were in a separate room and on the 
doors were huge rinvs; source was told that these were for holding extra bars 
across the doors but source does not believe this. Source saw no prisoners of 
foreign nationality, 


One interesting feature of the court systen is the requirement that cases nust 

be tried within 45 days or the prisoner is released. ‘hen a prisoner has been 
confined for 45 days awaiting trial, he is automatically discharged; this provision 
Soeees the court to try hin with reasonable speed, In serious crimes agzinst 

the state the maximum period is 4 months, Source asked several prisoners pending 
trial how long they had been held and in no case vas their answer more than a month 
eola half. Ccurt procedure tas simple, dignified and nonabusive, Courtroons 

were alry and attractive. Judges told source that there were fewer cases now and 
cgemed to expect some sort of compliment from source because of this fact. Source 
‘elt that there is no total loss of respect for the orderliness of law in Vietnam. 
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Sources were accompanied by a representative of the interior Department of the 
Central Government. At each city the representative was given a local pass 

(+ ch was typewritten and gave all details of who, when, why, etc, These passes 
Vee not available for source's inspection. \4thout the cooperation of the 
laverior Department sources would not have been able to visit Vietminh-controLled 
area, The representative had to arrange a1] interviews and this was done with 
considerable difficulty, Baggage and passports were examined and stamped, Only 
pictures taken with the approval of the government official were permitted. Police 
«:"Zeers, including many in civilian clothes, frequently stopped and inspected the 
VicLtors! p-pers, 


lw following are the flag and insignia of the Vietminh. 


=. National flag of the Vietnam Republic 
Note: It has been previously 
reported that the red field of this flag 
i: of Soviet inspiration and the leaders 
of the Nationalist Front claim that they 
will insist on a change from this flag) - 


b, Shoulder patch worn by members of the 
V’< tram National Army. 


c, Shoulder patch worn by the "Tu Ve" 
(Self Defense Corps), sometimes de- 
suribed as "Volontaires de la Mort." 


transmission or 


the revelation of its contents in any 
manner to an unauthorized person is 


prohibited by law, 


CONFIDENETAL . CONTROL 


Ipc 


Qn 


| hie 
‘Approved For Release 2000/04/18 : CIA- ( 


colliliinenea 


STE: 


E= | 
~\ 4os-YeLlow 
Z 


So eeR IRIE IRR 


